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< COMMENT ON DELAY
IN BAUMHOFF GASE

Politiciang Tnable to Account for
| President’s Dilatoriness in
Announcing Decision.

POSTMASTER'S FRIENDS ACT.

| Employe Notified That Old Charge
Against Him, Disposed ofs
d Years Apgo, Hag Been
Reopened.

The President's dilatoriness In announcing

his declslon in the ease of Postmaster

Baumhpf? i the subject of extensive com-

ment dmong local politicians, and the Re-

publicans especially are at a loss to deter-

mine the reason for the delsy., Much un-

easiness s f2it by Post Offce employes, who

have a direct Interest in the case, and there

| are many who feel that with sach additional

- day's delay the tenure of thelr positions is
A endangered.

! It is now.more than three weeks since

First ' Assistant Postmnster General R. J.

Wynne, who esme on here to make a sup-

i plemantal lpvestigation of the chargea

1 agpalngt Baumhoff, returned to Washington.
It was belleved that upon his report Bagm-
B hoff's fate would depend. It was sald that
nie would report personally to the President,
who appeared not to be satisfled with the
evidence already before him. Since that
Ume nnthing definfte has been heard as to
when a finn] declelon might be expécted.

That Eaumhcfr's rriends htmve not been idls
kince the investigation by Mr. Wynne is
made apparent to such of the employes of
the Post Ofice are actively idemtifled
with the filing of the charges against Baum-
heff. Undaunted by tho rebuff which fol-
lowed the filing of charges agninst A. B.
MeGrew, bookkeeper in the Bu
office, which resulted In Mr. McGrew's ex-
oneration by the Washington officlals on the
raport of Chief Wilkle of the Secret Service
Department, charges have been filed against
ancther employe. This employe s one of
the men who filed charges agninst Baum-
hoff, and bas been unceasing in his efforts
10 have him removed.

Immediately efter Mr, Wynne returned to
Washington, this employe was notifisd by
the Washington department that a cherge
which had been filed agalnst him twelve
A}'nm ago, and which he belleved had hesn

disposed of at that time tn his favor, had

bsen reopeneé by the department and he

would linve to defend himself against it
CASE CAURES SURPRIBE.

The ¢ oye sought out ithe party who
had nri:}ﬁ’ally filed the charge, who was
emazed to learn that the matter had beem
resurrected. He assured the employe that
he wae ot responsible for the recpsning of
the matter, had not been consulted about it
und would not be a party to mny further
proceedings relating to It as Rt been
digposed of years ago to complete satis-
fection. Notwithstanding that this matter
was supposed to have been cleared from the
record years apgo, the employs expects to
b ealled upon to ngain defend himself
Bgningt the charges because of his activity
In pushing charges agalnst Baumboff,

Postmaster General Payne ls not expected
back from Cubn Lefors two weeks, and his
report on the Baumhoff cass, embodying
Mr. Wynne's specinl report, will not be pre-
sented to the President untll then. As the
President ls preparing for his extended trip
across the continent, to bo begun jn April,
there is little likelihood that he will take
any action In the matter unti] his retum.
On his return, he Is certaln to be busled
with important affairs of state his
attention, which have accumulated during
his absence. so that it seems impossible, at
thi= time, that a decision in the Baumhof?
case may be expected before ne. The
charges aguninst Baumhoff were filed In
April, 192 =0 that it will be nearly four-
teen months before final action in the case
has beon reached, It 1s this unusual delay In
reaching a docision in n case of so much im-
portance which a8 causing politicians and
close observers to wonder what is the rea-
son for it
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STEEL KING SCHWAB'S NEW
WILL C

YORK PALACE
OST THREE AND ONE-HALF MILLIONS.

I'
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-

Uharles M. Schwab, the steel king. Is bullding on Riverside Drive, New York, a most magnificent 'dwelling-house
which will cost not less then twomilllon and a half dollars without the lot, for which Mr. Schwab paid eight
hundred and fifty thousand dollara. The work on this palace has already begun, but It will be more than a
year before it Is ready for occupancy.

e

THIRTY COAL AND STEEL
BOATS ADRIFT ON OHIO.

J. B. Finley, Second Largest Towboat
in the World, Struck Shore Near
HAawesville, Ky —~Lives Lost.

REFUBLIC FEPECIALL

Hawesville, Ky., March 2.-The J. B
Finley. the second largest towboat in the
warld, broke a crank about 4 o'clock this
morning and struck the shore a few miles
above this city. The tow consisted of thinty
coalhoats and model barges londad with
manufactured steel. The steel alone was
valued it 900,000,

Bome of the loose boats passed here about
daylight, carrying several men, who wers
making desperate dlstress signals. S'x of
the steel boats were landed here by the
steamer Debug, which was passing as the
accident occurred. Beveral of the wrecked
bouts are known to be on ‘he bottom
frontipg this eity.

It was reported early In the Aday that
pix of the crew and nearly all the tow
were lost. The W. W, O'Nell arrived hers
at & o'clock for rellef work. Her captaln
stated that all the crew had been located,
but that fifteen boats had been lost, two
of which contained steel products.

BETTING IS EVEN
ON HARRISON NOW.

Friends of the Democratic Candidate
for Mayor of Chirago Have
Backed Him Heavily.

REPUBLIC SPECIALL

Chicago, March EL—At tha end of tha first
weel of campalgning In the mayoralty con-
test, betting men are offering and recelving
nothing better than even money.

The aggregate sum aiready ventured on
the result at 2 to 1 and 8 to 2 on Harrivan
in very large, but now each side Is holding
off fur the best avallable terms.

It is suggestive of the closeness of the
contest that wagers are not now belng
made on pluralities, but only on general
results as between Mayor Harrison, the
Democratio “eundidate, and Graemo Btew-
art, the standard-bearer of the Republic-
anm,

Just now the Harrison admirers seem L0
be the bolder In offering large suma. Chalr-
man Carey of the Democratic County Cen-
tral Commiitee is sald to have 235000 to
put up on even terms for Hasrlson, and
Jnmes O'Leary s credited with being will-
Ing to place $100,000 on the Mayor If he
does not have to give odds.

LA SOUFRIERE’S RENEWED
ACTIVITY MOST VIOLENT.
Ry ===

Whole Islaand Darkened, but Resi-
dents of Kingstown Are Not
Alnrmed.

Kingstown, St. Vinceat, March 22—Tha
eruption of La Boufrfers, which began yes-
terday, continued and Increased in notivity
during the night. until it became most vio-
lent at 7 o’'clock this morning.

At half-past 8 o . this morning its
violence was unabated, and the zpectacle
was awe-inspiring. The crater is belching
forth dense bluck clouds which rise heaven-
warda, accompanied by loud roaring and
fiashes which rend the spreading pall of
smoke which now envelops the entire
island in darkness,

Electrical discharges occurred at intervals
during the night, whila at da¥break the sun-
light playing on the stupendous voleanlo
clouds produced exceedingly beautiful ef-
fects.

, Helylng upon the scientific opinlon that
Kingstown. although covered with heavy
clouds, which compietely obscure the sun,

Is not In dam:r the population no
alarm. According to advicea from ean
Belnlr, dark sand Is falllng there oint-

a-Pletre reports that siro onations
were heard thers thruulhnul.nl'a'nt nlght, and
this morning.

SPECIAL GRAND JURY
CONVENES TO-DAY

Judge -Hazell Arrives in Jefferson
City  to Impanel Inquisi-
torial Body.

ASSEMBLY ADJOURNS AT NOON.

Instruections Not Only Will Cover
Legislative Boodling, but Gam-
bling and Violations of
the Sunday Law,

The speeial session of the Grand Jury
to Investignte the chargeg of boodling
emong the legislators will be convened
at 10 o'clock this morning.

The General Assembly has adopted a
resolution to adjourn at noon. ’

The Houso Investigating Committee
will report its findings this morning
and Hickox and Page will have their
hearing In the Supreme Court at O a. m.

.| BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

Jefferson City., Mo, March 2—Judge
James E Hazell of the Cole County Clircuit
Court will convene the Grand Jury in special
session ot 10 o'clock to-morrow morning to
Investigate tho charges of boodling which
have been openly made against the Leg-
islnture,

Both the Benate and the House of Rep-
resentatives have passed resolutions set-
ting the hour for adjournment at noon to-
morrow. Thers Is yet much to be done by
the Assembly, and it s generally balleved
that the members will be obliged to turn the
clock hands back several times before the
work {s in shape for adjouor t

This will give the Bherllf a few hours in
which to serve the processes of the Grand
Jury.

The Investigating Committes which waa
appointed to !nguire Into the charges of
boodling is exyected to fMle Its report to-
morrow morning. It is understood that this
committes will recommand that a copy of
the report and the committee’s procecdingm
be turned over te the Grand Jury for its
guidance. 'While the commilizce WwWas ap-
pointed by the House for the purpose of in-
quiring Into the charges of bribery as per-
talns to text-book legistation only, It i» un=
darstood they received-Informatlon on other
Hines which would make interesting reading
matter,

It is belleved that Judge Hazell's instruc-
tlons to-morrow will not only cover the
charges of legisintive bribery. but alse
thae charges of gambling and the violations
cf the Bunday-closing law. -

Hickox and Page, the refractory witnesses
who were sent to jall becauss they refused
to tell where they procured the 51000 and
$00 bills, will have a hearing In the Su-
preme Court to-morrow maorning on thelr
application for habeas corpus, They clalm
the Legislature did not have the power 0
commit them for contempt.

FRANCIS GETS ROYAL WELCOME
ON HIS RETURN TO ST. LOUIS.

President of the Exposition Company Cheered by a Large Crowd &8
He Alighted From His Train at Union Station, Completing
His Remarkable Five Wecks' Tour in the Interest
of the Great World's Fair,

RECEPTION AT THE MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE THIS AFTERNCGON.

Departed for France March 1

Arrived at Paris March 2, 200 miles,
Arrived at Madrid March 4, 98 miles
Arrived at Berlin March §, 1.E52 miles.
Arrived In Brursels March 10, 350 miles.

York, March 16

miies

12,820 milea In forty-one dayn

WORLD'S FAIR PRESIDENT AVERAGED
315 MILES A DAY DURING HIS TOUR.

Left St. Touls Tuesday, Fobrunary 10, for New York

Arrived at New York February 11, 1,200 miles,

Bajled for Havre, France, on La Bretagne, February 12
* Arrived at Havre February 20, 3,300 miles,

Artived at London, England, February 21, 20 miles. '

Arrived at Cherbourg, France, en route to the United Btates, March 11, 40 miles.
Departed from Cherbourg for New York March 12
Communicated with The Republic by wireless telegraphy while 300 miles from New

Arrived at New York March 17, at 6 p. m., 3.450 miles
Arrived at Washington, D. C., March 21, and lunched with President Rocsevelt, 5§

Arrived at Bt. Louls March 22, at 7:45 p. m., after having traveled a total distance of

Average distance traveled a day, 315 miles
Average distance traveled an hour, 13 miles.

A demonstrative reception was tendered to
former Governor David R. Francls, Presl-
dent of the Loulslana Purchase Exposition
Company, last night when he completed his
remarkable Europenn trip.

Feted and dined by the most exclusive so-

cletles of England, Germany, France and
Spain, recelved cordlally in priv={e audience
by the rulers of these and other countries,
Governor Francis expressed himself as more
pleased by the hearty welcome home ex-
tended by the residents of Bt. Leuls than
by the pomp and display that morked each
step of his fiylng trip abroad.
_As the B. & 0. 8-W. Limited backed into
Union Statlon, shortly befors 8§ o'clock.
Governor Francis prepared to alight and
unostentatious!ly make hls way to hia car-
riage, whero Als’wife and daughter-in-law
wera awnlting him.

Governor Francls was the first to alight.
As his well-known figure appeared in the
entrance to the car, the crowd that had
gathered to welcome home the energetic
Missourian eent up a cheer that echoed and
vibrated through the long traln-shed.

OREETED WITH CHEERS.

Mingled with the cheers could be heard
such expressions as “What's the matter
with our Dave™ “He's all right!” and
“Three cheera for Dave Francls!™

The Exposition President appeared greatly

frequently 1ifted his het while walking from
the traln to his carriage, and responded 1o
the cheering with Inclinations of his head.
The crowd, which numbered several hun-
dreds, was extremely easy to handle, and
the squad of pollce under Captaln Peter
Reynolds of the Central District had little
difficulty In clearing a passageway for Gov-
ernor Francis and his party,

pleased with the Impromptu reception. He

A represanfative of The Republlic board.
ed the traln at East St. Louls Governor
Francis and the committes of citizsens were
In an excellent humor, although the traim
was nearly three hours late. .

There wam a burlesque meeting In
progresa, presided over by former Governor
E O. Swunpard, during which every one
proposed resclutions commending thelr per-
sonal efforts toward the auvccess of the trip.
Each in turn was unanimously voted downm
amid cheers for (he defeated committes-
man. 3

It was finally decided, after long argue
ment, that whatever sum remained from
dhe amount appropristed for the trip
should be uoed for & banguet In henor of
thoge who had made the trip. This dis-
position way unpanimously agreed to.

FRANCIS TELLS OF HIS TRIP.

In spesking of hix trip. Governor Francls
displayed great enthosfasm. “My reception
In every court that I vieited was most
cord!al and the feeling toward America and
our Falr v.5 gratifylng in the extreme,
‘he. Jeclarsd, . ; -

“My sudience with King Edward was
bne of the most:delight{il_experiences of
my life. I hardly think there is anything
I can sy regarding cur tall ‘that Has pot
been printed, and can oply e the
promise 1 recelved regarding ! 8 par-
ticipation in the Fatr.

“My reception im other countries was
equally as gratifying and the people them-

_selves are becoming more and more inter-

ested as they realize the magnitude of our
enterprise. Hurope will be fittingly rep-
resentad. I'am sursa'

Governor Francls also has many humop-
ous incidents of his trip to recount. He
brou-th-t back many costly presents, one in

part being s magnifiesnt loving cup
Boclety
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FLOOD

Although tho greater parts of five countles
in Boutheantern M'ssourl have been Inun-
dated by the recent averflow of the Missls-
sippl River and thousands of dollars’ worth
of damage done to early crops, the flood
was marked by the abscnce of the spectacu-
lar scepes that have réndered the almost
yearly rise of the river so disastrous to life
beretofore,

While In manv Instances the levess hold-
ing the stream within the banks marked
out by those living along s borlers have
given way to the immense pressure of wa-
ter exerted by the swollen river, the crev-
asses In the mud embankment were in all
cases anticipated,

The residents of Mississippl, New Madrid
‘and Pemiscot counties have learnsd through
bitter experience that the Misslseippl, dur-
ing flood stages, cannot be controlled by
oven the stronge:st levees, and have grown

a riss were noted, about three weeks &go,
the residents of the river counties immedi-
alely made preparations to ssek safely for
their housebold goods and lve stock In
flight, rather than attempt another baitle
with the “Father of Waters.”

Farmhouses that have been erected in Fe-
cent years have nearly all been located on
the highest ground avallable, and are re-
garded as havens of refuge by those whose
hmes are situeted where the flood cannot

TRON MOUNTAIN TRAIN APPROACHING BIRD'S POINT, MO.
The water on either side of the track Is more than eight feet deep, although In dry
weather It {s an eighth of a mile from the river bank.

as they did not care to leave behind, by the
transfer boat of the Iron Mountain Rail-
road Comparny.

The Iron Mountain roundhouss, situated
near the northern edge of the Puint, Is sur-
rounded by from six to elght feet of water.
The station is located upon high ground,

"CONDITIONS IN SOUTH MISSOURI ARE SOMEWHAT BETTER.

By a Staff Correspondent Just Returned From Affected Reglons.

FARMHOUEE NEAR BELMONT. MO.
Under present flood conditions the nearest land ia more than a quarter of a mile distant
and thé only means of communication is by rowboat.

Cotton Belt are entirely cut off from Bird's
Point. The Intteg's tracks enter the town
from the south and for neatly twenty miles |
are completely submerged.

Tralna on this road make the tranafer to
steamboats at the same point as the Iron
Mountaln, using the tracka of the latter
from Charleston. This necessarily makes
the schedules of the two roads largely a
matter of guesswork and no attempt is be-
ing made to either arrive or depart accord-
Ing to the time-cords,

South of Bird's Polnt the country re-

mnall rivers and artificlal ditches that flow
into the Mississippl. Owing to the height
of the latter, however, the water in these
small streams has been backed up, causing
& more or lesw serious flood to extend
throughout the Missisvippl bottoms.

Several of the villages in this vicinity,
including Belmont, Rodney, Samos, Bert-
rand and Esgex are partly submerged. The
water has dohe no great damage In the
towns, but in the surrounding country the
fields are inundated and crops will be de-
layed, If not ruined.

Until the water subsides and the condl-
tion of the submerged fieids Is ascertained, It
fa practically Impossible to place &n ac-
curate estimate upon the amount of damage
done In Southeastsrn Missour),

The farmers are rather inclined to take g

pr ted to him by the American
of Paris,

Tha formal publle reception In honor of
the return of the President of the World's
Falr will take plage thin afterncen =t 1
o'clock at the Merchants’ Exchange.

MAYOR WELLS'E BANQUET.

Meyor Wells will preside and President
Francls -will dellver an address upon his
trip to Europe, setting forth the benefits
to the Exposition that have resulted gnd
those tha: are expected In the futare.

In the evening President Francis will be
the guest at n banguet given by Mayor
Wells at -¢he 8t Louvis Club. The guests
will represent the varlous |ocal Industries
and professions. ’

The spenkers will be, in addition to Pres-
tdent Franeis, Chancellor W. 8. Chaplin,
Washington University: Charles W. Knapp,
F. W. Léhmann, president of the Univer-
sity Clib{ the Reyerend & J. Riceolls, the
Reverend W. Banks Rogers, president of
Bt. Louls University; Judge Danlel D. Tay-
lor, and C. P. Walbridge, president of
Businesa Men's League. -

The members pf the committee represent-
ing the city of 8t, Louls, who accompanied

Lieutenant- Governor John A. Lee, former
Governor E. O. SManard, C. H. Spencer,
Charles W. HKnapp, D. M. Houser, L. D. Do-
sler, T. H. Francls, J. D. Perry Francis,
W. H. Les, John Schroers and W. H.
Thomypeon.

SINGING SOCIETIES WILL
SERENADE PRESIDENT FRANCIS

The members of the twanty-five local
singing societics, who are to serenads Presi-

maoney for the Fair than any forelgn
country has strongly to the
patriotism of the German- altd-
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